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have an equal right tc the air of mayo. The saint who
uncovers the secret of creation will he in harmony with
Nature's countless bewildering expressions. All men may
understand this truth by overcoming the passicn for
destruction/'
"Guruji, should one offer himself a sacrifice rather than
kill a wild beast?*'
"No,man's body is precious. It has the highest evolu-
tionary value beca'use of unique brain and spinal centres.
These' enable the advanced devotee fully to grasp and
express the loftiest aspects of divinity. No lower form is
so equipped. It is true that a man incurs the debt of
a minor sin if he is forced to kill an animal or any other
living thing. But the holy shastras teach that wanton
loss of a human body is a serious transgression against
the karmic law."
I sighed in relief; scriptural reinforcement of one's
naturaf instincts is not always forthcoming.
Master, so far as I know, was never at close quarters
with a leopard or a tiger. But a deadly cobra once con-
fronted him, only to be conquered by his love. The
encounter took place in Puri, where my guru had a seaside
hermitage. Prafulla, a young disciple of Sri Yukteswar's
later years, was with Master on this occasion.
"We were seated outdoors near the ashram/* Prafulla
told me. "A cobra appeared nearby, a four-foot length
of sheer terror. Its hood was angrily expanded as it
raced toward us. Master gave a welcoming chuckle, as
though to a child. I was filled with consternation to see
Sri Yukteswarji engage in a rhythmical clapping of hands.*
He was entertaining the dread visitor! I remained com-
pletely quiet, inwardly ejaculating fervent prayers. The
serpent, very close to Master, was now motionless, seem-
ingly magnetized by his caressing attitude. The frightful
hood gradually contracted; the "snake slithered between
Sri YukteswarjVs feet and disappeared into the bushes.
"Why Master would move his hands and why the cobra
would not.strike them were inexplicable to me then/'
Prafulla concluded. "I have since come to realize that
our divine guru is beyond fear of hurt from any creature."
* The cobra swiftly strikes at any moving object within its ran^*.
In most cases; complete immobility is one's sole hope of safely.